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Sunday, October 4, 2026

Welcome
We are here today to honor a family member whose love was unconditional and

whose presence changed each of your lives. Whether your companion was furry,
feathered, scaled, or hoofed their passing deserves to be honored.

This memorial may create a transition point - not from loving to not loving, but from
one way of loving to another. Your pet is no longer physically present, but you can
begin to carry them in your heart in a new way.

Song All Things Bright and Beautiful (UMH 147 v 1)
Nancy Jo Mattson, guitar

Poem
ALL:
In Memory of my Beloved Pet
You were more than just a pet, you were a friend,
A companion and confidant until the end.
You brought me joy and laughter and a sense of peace,
A love that will forever, never cease.
You taught me about loyalty, and how to be true,
And now that you’re gone, my heart is blue.
But I’'ll always remember the love we shared.



Scripture Job 12:7-10

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you, and the fish of the sea will declare
to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lorp has done this?
In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.”

Short Message A Gentle Goodbye, Full of Love
Sue Buckland, Congregational Care Coordinator

Leader: Let us pray,

All: God of grace and glory, we remember before you today all the beloved
companions. We thank you for giving these special pets to us to be a source of
abundant love, affection, and joy. In your compassion, comfort us who grieve.
Amen.

Leader: All life is interwoven
All: All life is a gift from God
Leader: Let us bless the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Light a Candle in Remembrance

Special Music Somewhere Over the Rainbow by Harold Arlen and Yip
Harburg Nancy Jo
Mattson, guitar

Closing Prayer

All: Loving God, we come to you today to ask for your comfort and guidance as
we say goodbye to our beloved pet. We give thanks for the joy and
companionship they brought into our lives. We know that you created all living
creatures and that you understand the deep bond we shared with our pet.
Please give us the strength to accept their passing and the grace to remember
them with love. Amen.

Leader: Loving God, you brought all these beloved animals into our lives to share
kindness, joy, and faithful companionship. Thanks for the bonds that we had between
us and our pets. In your precious name we pray. Amen.

If we may be present for you in any way, please be in touch with us.
Contact us by email or phone: umcanoka@gmail.com or 763-421-2378
Pastor Karen Evenson: pastor@anokaumc.org

Congregational Care Coordinator, Sue Buckland: careministry@anokaumc.org
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