
       

Welcome to Worship! 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 

World Communion Sunday 
2026-27 Worship Theme: Breath of Life 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRELUDE​ Immortal Love, Forever Full by Gordon Young 
 
INTROIT     ​ The King of Love My Shepherd Is arranged by Scott Soper 

Julie Roettger, Soloist; Bruce Phelps, Accompanist 
 

WELCOME​ Pastor Karen Evenson 
 
*HYMN                 ​ This is a Day of New Beginnings (UMH 383, v. 1, 4, 5) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Wild Goose Worship Group, A Wee Worship Book, GIA Publications) 
Leader: Gather us in, the lost and the lonely, the broken and breaking, the tired and the aching 
who long for nourishment found at your feast.​ All: Gather us in!​
Leader: The done and the doubting, the wishing and wondering, the puzzled and pondering 
who long for the company found at your feast.​ All: Gather us in!​
Leader: The proud and pretentious, the sure and superior, the never inferior who long for the 
leveling found at your feast.​ All: Gather us in! 
Leader: The bright and the bustling, the stirrers, the shakers, the kind laughter makers who 
long for the deeper joys found at your feast.​ All: Gather us in! 
Leader: From corner or limelight, from mansion or campsite, from fears and obsession,​
from tears and depression, from untold excesses, from treasured successes, to meet, to eat, to 
be given a seat, be joined to the vine, be offered new wine, become like the least,​
be found at the feast.​ All: Gather us in! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
As we gather at your table from all over the world, O God, we pray that all those who 
come to you in the name of Christ might be one in Spirit. Knead us together in one loaf. 
Free us from jealousy and selfish ambition; unite us in mission and service to those in 
need everywhere. May we sow righteousness and harvest peace, through the grace of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
KIDS MESSAGE   Kids are invited to join the Pastor up front and then go to their classrooms!  
The 2026-27 Sunday School year has begun! Be sure to accompany them if this is their first 
time at UMCA, and register your kid(s) at the Welcome Desk or w/Adam if you haven’t already.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC​ I Speak Jesus
​ Julie Roettger, Soloist; Bruce Phelps, Accompanist 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
​  
SCRIPTURE READING​ Philippians 3:4b-14 (NRSVUE) 
 
MESSAGE​ “The Breath of Life: Companions in Life and Beyond” 

Pastor Karen Evenson 
 
*COMMUNION HYMN​ You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (UMH 629 v 1) 
 

HOLY COMMUNION ON WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 
BLESSING OF THE BREAD & CUP 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & SHARING OF THE CUP 
OFFERING DURING COMMUNION​ How Can I Keep From Singing by Robert Lowry 
​ Julie Roettger, Soloist; Bruce Phelps, Accompanist 

 
PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION  
God of new life, with joy we have received this sacrament of bread and cup, giving you 
thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and our hope. Unite your church throughout the 
world in continuing Christ’s ministry of love and servanthood, that your name might be 
praised in all the earth. Amen. 
​                  
*DOXOLOGY                             We Give Thee but Thine Own  

We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be;  
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee                                                

​  
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING PEACE TO ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

From one to another, “May God’s peace be with you (and also with you).” 
 

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE​ Fughetta in G Minor by G.A. Sorge 
 
We are joined together in God’s love, both inside and outside of the walls of a church building. 

On this day, we have come together not only to go to church; we are reminded to be the 
church and to let the Holy Spirit fill and guide us on our way!   

 

Copyright Licenses CCLI /CVLI 1825996 and 50550303  
 

Following today’s service, there will be a Blessing of the Animals starting at 11am. 
There will be a Pet Memorial Service held in the sanctuary from 12:30-1pm. 

 
October 11, 2026 
Philippians 4:1-9 

“The Breath of Life: Think on These Things” 
Message: Pastor Karen Evenson 

Music: UMCA Chancel Choir 
 



 
 

 
 
​ ​Altar flowers given by Tom and Julie Nelson. 
​ ​ For all those who have gone before us.♥ ️
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship Hospitality Team 

Building Opener and Closer ~ Adam Breiner 
Choral Conductor ~ George Chu 

Communion Servers ~ Angela Panter, Elaine and Tom Collison, and Heidi Moen 
Coffee/Donut Steward ~ Cindy and Jim DeRuyter 

Communion Steward ~ Jim January 
Congregational Care Coordinator ~ Sue Buckland 

Greeters ~ Lisa and Will Hamilton 
Liturgist ~ Lisa Hamilton 

Nursery Coordinator and Volunteer ~ Amanda Harris and Sarah Dhein 
Organist ~ Marilyn Tice 

Pastor ~ Rev. Karen Evenson 
Praise Team Coordinator ~ Kelvin Paye 

Scripture Reader ~ Will Hamilton 
Sunday School Teacher and Assistant ~ Adam Breiner and Dave Panter 

Ushers ~ David Blincow, Deb Allen, Gail Sanstad, Joyce Buffington, Roxy Crane, and Mark Worst 
Welcome Center ~ Sheila Benson 

Worship Tech ~ Dallas Berry 
Youth Ministry Professional ~ To be prayerfully determined 

 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 

UMCA Office Hours: 9:00am - 3:00pm ~ Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
 

Tuesday, October 6, 2026​ 9:30am Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study 
10:00am Knitter’s Gathering 

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026​ 9:00am Sewing and Quilting Group 
10:00am Men’s Breakfast at Burger King in Coon Rapids 

10:30am New Testament Bible Study 
6:30pm Youth Group 

7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2026​ 8:00am Thursday Book Group at Bakers Square 
9:30am Bring Your Bible ~ In-Person & Zoom 

 

Saturday, October 10, 2026​ 10:00am St. Croix Hospice Dementia 101 & 102 Class 
 

Sunday, October 11, 2026​ 9:30am Worship (In-Person & Online) & 9:45am Sunday School 
10:45am Get Into The Bible Series - Discernment & Methodist Tradition 



OCTOBER Ministry Highlights 
 

Community Ministries: 
 
 

The Drawer: Provides Warmth and Dignity  
through socks and underwear. Donate socks  

and undergarments all month long! 
 

 
 

A Homeless Shelter, And So Much More 
Whether shelter is needed for a few nights or a few 

months, all Stepping Stone residents are treated with 
dignity and respect and have their basic needs met. 
This means a bed and linens to call their own, three 
meals per day, showers, laundry facilities, and even 

clothing and toiletries when needed. 
 

 
                    Send a smile this holiday season 

 

New Toys for Children of all ages up to the age of 18.​
Please bring the toys to the Community Room. 
Cash & Check donations are also Welcome. 

 
 

Scan QR Code to connect to our website for more information on the 
church, to donate, or view our weekly bulletin: 

 
Scan QR Code to Subscribe to the newsletter with worship 

information, event details, service opportunities, and much more: 

 



 
World Communion Sunday: October 4, 2026 

 
On this Special Sunday, United Methodists join Christians around the world at the table 
of Holy Communion. We may speak different languages, worship in different ways, and 
come from different cultures and backgrounds, but the bread and cup remind us that we 
are one in Christ. World Communion Sunday also reminds us that being one in Christ 
means more than gathering at the same table. It means learning to walk together, live 
together, breathe together, and to connect with one another, bringing life to the church! 

The United Methodist Church is a connectional church. That means congregations are 
connected to one another so that no congregation has to carry the work of ministry 
alone. Through our connectional system, we share what we have so that ministries 
serving the whole Church can reach places and people a single congregation might 
never reach on its own.  World Communion Sunday gives us a tangible example. The 
offering helps provide scholarships and leadership training for students from 
underrepresented communities, helping remove barriers to education and prepare 
people to serve the Church. One recipient, Garikai Malunga, used his education in 
clinical biochemistry to serve at a United Methodist hospital in Zimbabwe, providing 
specialized laboratory services the hospital could not otherwise afford. A gift given 
through a United Methodist congregation helped become part of a ministry that reached 
far beyond that congregation. 

The beauty of connection. Someone gives. Someone receives an opportunity. A student 
gains an education. A leader is equipped. A community is served. The story keeps 
moving forward. Paul reminds us that following Christ is not about resting on what we 
have already accomplished, but pursuing Christ’s call and reaching toward what lies 
ahead. This is true for volunteering, and sharing other resources and responsibilities.  
 
Reflection Question:  
Where might Christ be inviting you to reach beyond what you can do alone and become 
part of what God is doing through the connection of The United Methodist Church? 
 
World Communion Sunday was started in 1940 as a Presbyterian-led initiative of the 
Federal Council of Churches toward ecumenical celebration of Communion by some 
Protestants in the United States on the same Sunday at a time when most U.S. 
Protestant denominations celebrated Communion infrequently (quarterly at most), and 
rarely on the same schedule. Not all churches involved in the Council at the time chose 
to participate, but many Presbyterians, Methodists, Congregationalists (now UCC), and 
Baptist groups participated and promoted the idea across their missionary networks 
outside the United States so that there would be more of a feel of worldwide 
Communion on that day.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Body of Christ, given for you… 
 

●​ Spanish: "El cuerpo de Cristo, pan de vida"     
(The body of Christ, bread of life) 

●​ Latin: "Corpus Christi, panis vitae" 
●​ German: "Der Leib Christi, das Brot des Lebens" 

 
 
English: The bread of life 
Spanish: El pan de vida 
French: Le pain de vie 
German: Das Brot des Lebens 
Italian: Il pane della vita 
Latin: Panis vitae 
Greek: Ο άrος της ζωής (Ho artos tēs zōēs) 
 

 
The Cup of Salvation, poured out for you… 
 

Greek (Ancient/Koine): Poterion tes zoes (ποτήριον τῆς 
ζωῆς) or Poterion tou soteriou (ποτήριον σωτηρίου – cup 
of salvation, from Psalm 116:13). In ancient liturgies like 
St. James, the deacon proclaims the blood as the cup of 
life.  
 

Latin: Calyx vitae (Cup of life) or Calyx salutis (Cup of 
salvation). During traditional administration, the formula 
relates to eternal life: Sanguis Domini nostri... custodiat 
animam tuam in vitam aeternam (May the blood of our 
Lord... preserve your soul unto everlasting life).  

 
TAKE...EAT...This is my body, broken for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me. 
 

TAKE...DRINK...This is a sign of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for all people. Drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

~ Jesus 
 
The Lord's Supper, Holy Communion and the Eucharist 
are all names for this sacrament celebrated by United 
Methodists. Each of these names highlights an aspect 
of this act of worship. According to This Holy Mystery, 
The United Methodist Church's official document on 
communion, "The Lord's Supper reminds us that Jesus 
Christ is the host and that we participate at Christ's 
invitation." Jesus invites us to take part in the special 

meal he ate with his disciples the night before his crucifixion, and other meals he shared in 
homes and on hillsides. "The term Holy Communion invites us to focus on the self-giving of 
the Holy God which makes the sacrament an occasion of grace, and on the holiness of our 
communion with God and one another," "Eucharist, from the Greek word for thanksgiving, 
reminds us that the sacrament is thanksgiving to God for the gifts of creation and salvation." 


